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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PROMOTION OF UNIFORMITY OF LEGISLATION IN
THE UNITED STATES.
To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.
The Board of Commissioners for the Promotion of Uni-
formity of Legislation in the United States submits the
following annual report : —
Review.
This is the eighth annual report of this Board. In pre-
vious reports we have spoken of the growth of the movement
for uniformity of legislation, of the acts of Legislature con-
stituting and continuing the Massachusetts Board, and of
the membership of the Board in Massachusetts.
We have told of the National Conference of Commissioners
on Uniform State Laws and have given some account of the
work done by said conference.
We have mentioned the uniform laws which have been
framed by the conference and recommended by it for adop-
tion, and have stated which of these laws have been enacted
in Massachusetts.
4 UNIFORMITY OF LEGISLATION. [Jan.
Work of the Board during 1916.
During the year 1916 the Board has done a good deal of
work. Pursuant to their intention announced in their last
annual report, they introduced two bills for enactment by
the Legislature of Massachusetts, one the uniform partner-
ship act and the other the uniform cold-storage act.
Uniform Cold-storage Act.
Your Board before pressing for the enactment of the uni-
form cold-storage law felt it to be their duty to confer with
the State Department of Health and with others having
special information upon the subject of cold storage. The
warehouses of the Quincy Market Cold Storage Company
were visited. Your committee found that the uniform cold-
storage act was largely modeled after the Massachusetts law
(St. 1912, c. 652) but with certain minor changes, some of
which we considered to be improvements upon the Massa-
chusetts law and some of which we deemed to be doubtful.
As the Massachusetts law seemed to be working well, we
finally concluded that it would be unwise to press for the
early enactment of the uniform law. Any minor changes
needed to perfect the Massachusetts cold-storage law we
think can readily be made by separate amendatory acts.
We understand that one or more such amendments will be
recommended by the State Department of Health the coming
year.
Uniform Partnership Act.
We also introduced a bill embodying the provisions of the
uniform partnership act, and appeared before the judiciary
committee and urged its adoption. We submitted to the
said committee a statement of the changes which would be
effected by said act, and pointed out that these changes were
almost entirely confined to what is known as the case law of
Massachusetts. We obtained the support of the Massachu-
setts Bar Association in favor of the enactment of said law.
No one appeared in opposition, but the judiciary committee
nevertheless referred the matter to the next General Court.
We hope that this act may be adopted at the next session of
the Legislature.
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The National Conference of Commissioners on
Uniform State Laws.
This body held its annual meeting in Chicago in August,
1916. During the year previous to the meeting work was
being done by various committees on a number of proposed
uniform laws.
The committee on commercial law, of which Professor
Williston is a member, did further work on the uniform
limited partnership act, and also devoted considerable time
to an act to make uniform the law of conveyances in fraud
of creditors and to a proposed uniform conditional sales act.
The special committee appointed to draft a uniform occu-
pational diseases act, of which Hollis R. Bailey is chairman,
had several meetings, and after considerable investigation
framed an act to be considered in due course by the con-
ference.
The special committee on a uniform incorporation law, of
which Mr. Joseph F. O'Connell is a member, continued its
work but was not ready to urge the adoption of its act.
The special committee appointed to draft a uniform auto-
mobile law, of which Mr. O'Connell is a member, is engaged
in preparing a uniform act which shall cover those portions
of the law relating to automobiles which ought to be uniform
in the several States.
Doings at Annual Meeting.
The meetings of the conference as a whole began Aug. 23,
1916, and continued until Aug. 29, 1916. There were some
committee meetings on August 22.
The uniform limited partnership act received final con-
sideration and was approved and recommended for adoption
by the States. The same is true of the uniform law for the
extradition of persons of unsound mind.
The land registration act received final approval and also
the uniform flag law.
A considerable amount of time was devoted to the consid-
eration of the proposed uniform conditional sales act and the
uniform fraudulent conveyances act, which are to come up
next year for final approval.
6 UNIFORMITY OF LEGISLATION. [Jan. 1917.
Legislation eecommended.
Your Board recommends the enactment of the uniform
partnership act, and the uniform act for the extradition of
persons of unsound mind.
Expenditures of the Board.
Feb. 4, 1916, Wright & Potter, printing partnership act,
March 1, 1916, Wright & Potter, printing annual report,
April 22, 1916, contribution on behalf of the Commonwealth
towards the general expenses of the conference of commis-
sioners,
June 23, 1916, Samuel Williston, traveling expenses,
June 23, 1916, HoUis R. Bailey, traveling expenses, $42.81,
and postage, $3.60,
Oct. 9, 1916, Samuel Williston, traveling expenses,
Oct. 9, 1916, HoUis R. Bailey, traveling expenses, .
Oct. 9, 1916, Joseph F. O'Connell, traveling expenses, .
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